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The main legal system of intellectual property rights which is related to 
protection on the design of foreign trade handicrafts includes “Patent law" and 
"copyright law". The existing "patent law", has experienced three revisions in 1992, 
2000 and 2008. Each revision has improved to some extent, based on the existing 
version, but the modification focuses more on invention model and utility model, and 
the design system has no big change. This is in accordance with China attaching great 
importance to the progress of science and technology and paying attention to the 
protection of patent at the current stage. However, the dilemma lies in that the major 
developed countries such as Europe, the United States, Japan and South Korea, have 
more perfect legal system of intellectual property rights, especially more perfect 
appearance design patent system and more perfect applied art works protection 
system than China. The key point is, these major developed countries are the major 
export markets of China's foreign trade handicrafts. The legal gap results in many 
China’s foreign trade handicraft designs can not be protected in China, but can be 
protected in those major developed countries. Thus, many China’s foreign trade 
handicraft designs can be registered by foreign enterprises or individual, which will 
bring a great deal of economic loss, not only to the domestic enterprises, but also to 
our country. 
Therefore, this paper attempts to start from the design features of China's foreign 
trade handicrafts and current situation of its intellectual property protection, in order 
to analyze the legal problems of the existing intellectual property protection on 
China's foreign trade handicrafts design. This paper aims to improve the legal 
protection of China's foreign trade handicrafts design, by drawing on the legal system 
of the world's major developed countries, which can make China's foreign trade 
handicrafts design not only get the equal protection as the world's major developed 
countries, and avoid unnecessary losses, but also provide legal guarantees for the 
transformation and upgrading of China's foreign trade handicraft industry. 
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我国现在实施的《专利法》是在 1985 年 4 月 1 日生效的，先后经历过 1992
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